
The lllGfil lROnmRn t-Gun flotch
By col. Markr ("T-o-Cun,,) thi

There arc nany shoorinp €venls ro choose from
ov€r thc.ou6e ofthc sum;er Ther€ are ltale,
reAional, and narionalevenG lhatmosr sh..hrs
.rn re8Ete, or dnd pJdicipdr€ n. LJn rpr nA
wh le  runn inB rhe  Eror€ \en ts  n (dean e  q i l
hourdriv€ ctc e, I nol€d thal lh€ entry fcc;€re
bcSifningtocxceed my abilily ro pat wirhoutta k
nB to my sponsor lwirc). One ofrhe marche!

e iminated was rhe MCM tronma. in paroa,
ldaho.As llclwo!ld have it, MCM madea net
callfor Ran8eOlliccE and my wtaeand tarcnded
thh shoolasworker bees.lliaured thal wav I
co!ld check oul th€ tonma. before shoorins it.

TheMCM lronmJf is thebabv otMike Clbson
Maf l lac tu r inB inCa ldw€| ,  tdah; .As i thaoDens,
Mike Cibson Manufadurine is in rhe (ccti;reet
busines, aid rhe companyi6ine$ dov€rails"

tlre Malch Coordinaror, r€po(s havin8
cxpended 471 pnolrounds,45t rifte ro!nds,
65 nugs, l6 rounds ol blckshor and 348 shor-
gun she lh . l l round co !n t  i s  no l  your lh ing ,
pedaps trigSerrim€ isi rhefratch wifnerposl-
ed : r6  minurca  o faEgresared Ing8er  rme,
lvhic rh! last-plJ.c intsher Jma$d 2 hod(,
5a nr nutes trnd30 seco.ds ofscorcabler me

wilbe cxposed lo 3 8un stages thar a.€ as exciliis
as rhe stages,r rhc MGM. Thcre were tuo nales
thal requlred rhcshooter lo be mounted (in a p ck-
!p tru.k and a Bo ica ); a stagelhar had notone,
bLt Iwo, submachinc guns lcou(csy of Cavalry
Ahs); and a slagethat req!ircd rh€ shooloto
cn8age 500 yard tal8cc Irom a lowei Frankly, I
d idn lhavet im. ro ! i s i ta t t  rhcs tases ; lh issh ;o t i s
allbusine$ and shooter rhrolshput wd rhc ord€r
oftheday The f 6t rounds WERa down(fs€ at

0/30 J.d bays woe often oocf unrilater BrO0
pm. Frankly, tlearrhat it d ;hot lhc nafi malch, I
wouldn'l ha!€ had lhe gas to pclorm as an RO.
weakncss, p€rh,ps, bd you have knowyour tm-
ils...work ng lhis malch was very hard work.

ldrewStaBe s, "Bullets by rh.Mtte.', My reac
r iun  upon r€ad ln8  rhe  na8e dc \ r  p ron  rnd  ! ! t .
InF Jr lh€ ba) di,Sram trJs I m nor ! ndd €nouah
r . d o  r h i \  T h b c o u R . o l i r e t J t . ' p t a c e  n  r . ;
curar bayi wlth theshooter and RO molnled in rhe
bed oi picklp rru.k. The shooter has a caaethJt is
s m larto a turer, while rhe RO revolves around
theshoole( Hmmmm .a revolving t30 wirh rhree
8un.h ,n8d n  r  mo\ ins  ku . t :  rh  s  wJ .  go  nB ro
bc  r !n  ro  rhe \h6rerand a  n  ahhare  fo r  rhe  RO
Enr€r ng rhebayfiErwilh lhe +oeuf (so rounds)
the.e w.re steeland cay rargcts in:ide thc bay and
on rhc outslde baywa k.These.ondpa$ wai

rouf d$.Th€ pisrol ta.Sels

guf larSels. 'l1je 
lhird pa$

the rifle {48 roundt and
l0 pap$ lar8€rs ar abolt
I o clock,lhen depart the

SjJpe 6 , .Bc l rha
Didnl Pra(ri.eTh ! E rhe. Th \ naie w* scr up
n tr nriiow bay Jbour /0 yards deep.Therewere

eiShts lhoL.lrc rarBersarayeddow; rhe len side
ind  s i \  moR ar  rhe .n  I  70  !J r ! '  dosnranse)  o r
the  brv  4 i rh  o f  \  ih ,  upper  ta l ia tpJn . t  (D  d  I
getthe PC ingo rBhr herc?riorscorc, xlo 70 vard
s uStargers, rhr€€ plnr. Fck bcrw€en ]]2 and :]s
yards ,  a  sp ,nner  J t ,bou l  l2  tJ lG.nd  lhc  I ina ts i
rrouerlcdtabour rile 9rd(

StaS€ dir.cl ons \er. rs btlows: Shoorcrssran
n boxAwi th  n l lguns  enrm s \ , tC , : r2  r .unds j .45

5MC, 30 roLnds; Disto .10 'ounds: riile. zB
rolnds; and srrot8lf, r ! uq! t0 shor oads)
roaded and pla.ed.n rrn,l.nt. ^I rheftrrstsnat,
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The lllGlll f ROnmnn coa,.inued ',om p.sc t2
wth lhc 9mm SMC, shoorthe plJre rack and
emply rhe magrzin. inroTarsetono; with the.,15
sMC, nrakelhe spinner rotJte;shootat stec trr
B p k s i r h r h ,  t { u f i h o o  a l  p . p e r  r f e r a q r B
s lh | , rill" rnd enAaSp ficprpcrshurBun rJ.
Ael! w'th nugs. 5h^.r ,ll ltee rJB.r wirh 5hor
oads, and 8.1one rotation out ofthespifncl

ol nter€sr of rhisstaSewas rhc thnd pare
rack. twas paccd about l5 y,rds from BorA ard
wasn prolound shoot nBchalenserbr mon 5hoor
e6 tah .  gave monshotgunswi rh  cy l inder  o r
lmprovcd Cy i|der.hokes nnd 7.5 shora diincltt
t,m€. Most su.c.$ru I shooreR had riShter.hok€s
and coaEcrshl,l. Dolble ouShr bu.kshor worked
very wallon the ionA p ar.s.

llre MCM lr.nman sone olthc aewnrarchcs
ump€t. lrh ,Ttuoper

a l r $  B ^ \ . r n l F d 5  d r r r ! n i r u  r h e s . a l  n
body  or ip t i r .Th is  i s .n  od  schoo l ,  h r rd  w.y
rhooterc l r$ i l i .a ton .  Idon l  know tha l  leve l r  iu l l v
undcBland al ol rheTrooper CtJ$ rutes, bur rh.y
relorvc.ro!.d caiiyinB ots olwcghr CJvalry
Arrs sponsorcd lhe Trooper alas and Ii.ldqla
r..m or rro.pe6, andT.sk For.e cibson (MCM)
, sosh,l n theTro.plr Cla$.

Trn,pe6 musl.iry a I wcapons and . hmuni
liof trom lh.!urt po nt lo.ach nrooti.R bay
cuns  r id  imnroarc  i i .dd i r ion  to i  ps . r ibcd

fShting load 1lood, water rools,liln aid sLpp ics,
et..l 'n a 4o-pound pa.k.Troopers nrurtbc com
p eraly se isuif.ien! lhar n b say rhey husr cary
.veryth ng rcqu red to rhoot rhe enlre mat.h,
be . r !sconce l r resr roornEsr r r rs ,  i raTrooperdocs
not havc a pani.! ar item, ir.anlb€ used I
watchedMikcCibsof  unsucc€$fu t lvq tub tora
d sc.rded sluS on sta8.6.

lr y.u ree the nccd to testyolfmefte, thcn
sgn !p to shoot Trooper cla$ at the MCM next
y.ar As i rc.al, theTroopeFc a$ winfcr re.eived
a sp.i.gti.ld  rmory MIA as a rfophy. This c ass
redeiines the terh ,HeavyMclal.,,

C lveat lAs  you .ons ider  your  n . .d  to  rack te
lhc lrofma., you need ro be awarc olTask
Force Montana civ.n the pr.ximtry oi Moi
tnna r. ldaho, thorc s,as rn cnt re squad ot
nrootcB irom rhe Big s[y Th€ boyr and Rirts
ln,nr the Bi8 sky cJn shoot, toot pu yotr hrt
down righr at th. tftrnnran.

Ihn  i !  Ihe  mor l rc r  o ia  i3  8u .  s t rooG t  t l
nro.r t next y.n. l,m son olaf otd s.hoo
shooter Jnd lh nk that lhc Fervy Mera cla$
rvitr no. siShts rvi work for m.. How.vcr, t€trr
thar |m pan nrf w€atsa hctniet-.nd .rq..
h.rvy road .r my-br.k period. As I .€.a , I
wisn'l rhai mu.h ILn when AtJ to do it liyou
/ i r e  r  8 u n  a n n a  h  B h  n u n , l , l u n r  r t ,  \  ,  r r €  _
mrrh fur \nu  \^ re t  d^nr  MuM'  ?


